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To help ensure equal access to information, the City of
Portland Bureau of Planning offers the following services to
disabled citizens:

* Interpreter (two working days notice required);

* Accessible meeting places;

Audio Loop equipped hearing rooms in City Hall and the
Portland Building; and

* Planning documents printed in large type sizes for the
visually-impaired (two working days notice required).

¢ If you have a disability and need accommodation, please
call 823-7700 (TDD 823-6868). Persons needing a sign

language interpreter must call at least 48 hours in advance.
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Introduction

Neighborhood Description!

The Centerinial Neighborhood was established in about 1927 as the Lynch District. It is
predominantly single-family residential in character and is built up mainly of streets in a
grid pattern of long blocks. Neighborhood identity comes from its schools (primarily
Centennial Unified), parks, churches and natural features such as Johnson Creek and many
remaining fir trees, dogwood trees and others native to the area. Natural features, Johnson
Creek and Powell Butte, serve as landmarks of the community’s southern boundaries.

It is composed primarily of developed single-family neighborhoods, with multi-family
developments along major arterials. Small clusters of vacant parcels are scattered
throughout the neighborhood. Commercial activities are concentrated along SE Stark, SE
Division and SE Powell Boulevard/SE Powell Valley Road.

The neighborhood has convenient access to the east-west arterials of: SE Stark, SE Division
and SE Powell Boulevard. North-south access is provided by SE 148th and SE 162nd
Avenues. Vehicular access to the [-205 interstate freeway system is provided at the
freeway’s interchanges with SE Division and SE Powell. The automobile continues to be
the primary mode of transportation for area residents and businesses. Limited north-south
Tri-Met bus services and Park-and-Ride facilities permit public transportation users to
connect with the newly constructed Light-Rail Transit System on East Burnside.

Water services are provided by Portland, Rockwood, Powell Valley and Lorna Water
Districts. A full range of fire protection services are provided by Portland and Gresham
Fire Districts. Operation of sanitary sewer disposal systems are under the auspices of the
Bureau of Environmental Services.

Educational services for kindergarten through high school are provided by Centennial,
David Douglas and Reynolds School Districts. Located within the neighborhood are Lynch
View, Lynch Wood, and Alder elementary schools and Harold Oliver primary and
intermediate schools. Local library services are provided by Multnomah County libraries
located at SE Morrison and SE 122nd (Midland) and SE 179th and Stark (Rockwood).
Powell Butte Nature Park on the Plan’s southern boundary, is a regional resource which
provides area residents, labor force, businesses and community services with active and
passive recreational opportunities.

1 This section was taken from Centennial Community Plan, Bureau of Planning, December, 1988, pp. 4-5.



History

The Centennial neighborhood was originally known as the Lynch area before the
Centennial High School was built as an addition to the Gresham High School district. The
high school was named thus because its construction coincided with the Oregon State
Centennial. Most of the grade schools have retained Lynch as a part of their name since
then, as, for example, Lynch Wood, Lynch View, and so on.

The Lynch area was settled as a farming area and subdivided into small acreages during
the late 1920s and early 1930s. Stark Street was originally named Baseline Road and
Division Street was named Section Line Road. North-south streets were named after
people. For example, Fisher Road is now 148th and Barker Road is now 162nd. Much of
the area was divided into small homesite garden lots of three acres or so.

During the 1950s a demand for additional housing began to attract developers. Troh's
airport moved out, the potato patches left, and many of the small farm tracts gave way to
housing. Most of the growth has been good for the new residents, and we hope to enhance
the livability through this plan.

Neighborhood Profile

In 1990, Centennial neighborhood had 19,166 people and 7,182 households within its 2,119
acres. Ninety-four percent of its population is Caucasian. Hispanics and Asian/Pacific
Islanders are at almost 3% each. About 11% of the population is 65 and over, and 24% is
aged 15 and under. Sixty-four percent of the population over 25 hold a high school
diploma, 15% have a Bachelor’s Degree, and about 2% have a graduate or professional
degree.

In 1989, 65% of the population aged 16 and over were employed. Thirty-two percent were
employed in service occupations, 20% in manufacturing and 12% in sales. Twenty percent
of the workers were employed as technical or administrative support staff and 16% were
employed in managerial and professional specialty occupations. In 1990, 73% of workers
aged 16 and over drove to work alone. Fourteen percent carpooled, while 7% took public
transportation and 4% worked at home.

The median household income in 1989 was $28,365, compared to the median for East
Portland of $26,790 and $25,592 for the City of Portland. Of the 7,403 housing units, 61.6%
were owner-occupied and 3.5% were vacant. Centennial contains a variety of housing
types, with 67% being single unit, 3% duplexes, 22% apartments, and 8% mobile homes.

Centennial has four elementary schools: Lynch Wood, Lynch View, Harold Oliver, and
Alder. It also includes the Franciscan Montessori Earth School. The neighborhood borders
Powell Butte and contains three small neighborhood parks adjacent to Lynch Wood, Lynch
View and Harold Oliver schools.



Boundary

Point of beginning, at 142nd and Stark. East on Stark to 162nd or Gresham City Limits,
then follow City of Portland boundary east, paralleling Stark to City boundary east of 174th
Avenue. South on City boundary to Johnson Creek. Southwest along Johnson Creek to the
Powell Butte Park boundary. Follow the Park Boundary North and then West to its
junction with a line equivalent to 142nd and then North on that line to Stark Street, the

beginning point.
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Purpose of this Plan

The Centennial Neighborhood Plan will help guide our neighborhood through changes
anticipated over the next 20 years. It will provide direction on matters of land use, social
and economic development programs and capital expenditures for our neighborhood. It
will help residents, property owners, business owners, and others thinking of locating or
investing here understand the desires and vision its current residents have for their future.
Finally, it will be used by the neighborhood association to determine if land use changes
are in agreement with our overall goal.

Relationship to the Outer Southeast Community Plan and the Comprehensive Plan

The Centennial Neighborhood Plan is part of the Outer Southeast Community Plan, which
was adopted as part of Portland’s Comprehensive Plan by the Portland City Council on
January 31, 1996 by Ordinance No. 169763 and Resolution No. 35491. The Outer Southeast
Community Plan creates an overall framework for the twenty-six square mile plan area.
This framework establishes programs, policies, and regulations and identifies actions
applicable to or needed to benefit residents of the entire study area. Policies, projects,
programs and other provisions which are unique to Centennial are contained in the
Centennial Neighborhood Plan. The Neighborhood Plan also reinforces community plan
elements applicable to the Centennial neighborhood.

Development of neighborhood plans within the context of the Outer Southeast Community
Plan ensured that the provisions developed for each neighborhood were coordinated with
actions planned for the rest of the district. Compatibility of the elements included in the
Outer Southeast Community Plan as well as the neighborhood plans with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan were major objectives of the process used for development of the
Outer Southeast Community Plan. This process assured that each neighborhood plan was
developed at the same time that the framework for the overall plan was being established.
Review and refinement of the district and neighborhood plans progressed as a single
process through the development of successive drafts.

Plan Structure

The Centennial Neighborhood Plan consists of several parts. They are a neighborhood
history, profile, and description of boundaries; Goal; Comprehensive Plan policies and
objectives; action charts; a Neighborhood Association Advocacy Agenda; and appendices.
The Neighborhood’s Goal, policies, and objectives were adopted by the City Council by
ordinance and are a part of the Outer Southeast Community Plan and Portland’s
Comprehensive Plan. The action charts were adopted by resolution. Items adopted by
resolution are advisory to decision makers, but do not have the force of law. The



Neighborhood Association Advocacy Agenda was not adopted; it is intended solely for the
neighborhood’s own guidance.

Goal: The Centennial Goal illustrates where the Plan is leading and identifies what
Centennial wants to achieve as a neighborhood. An abbreviated form of this Goal ties the
Centennial Neighborhood Plan to the Outer Southeast Community and Portland’s adopted
Comprehensive Plan. It was adopted by ordinance. It sets the stage for the policies and
objectives.

Policies and Objectives: The Centennial Neighborhood Plan’s policies and objectives
address the aspects of the Centennial Neighborhood over which those participating in the
planning process wish to provide guidance to decision makers. They were adopted by
ordinance. The policies guide actions of both the neighborhood and other agencies for the
following areas: Business Development (Policy 1, page 17), Community Design and
Livability (Policy 2, page 19), Environment and Parks (Policy 3, page 23), Housing (Policy 4,
page 29), Public Safety (Policy 5, page 33), and Transportation (Policy 6, page 37). The
objectives detail ways in which to carry out those policies.

Action Charts: The action charts specify projects, programs and regulatory measures that
carry out the policies and objectives. They are assigned a time frame and implementor(s) to
carry them out. Implementors have expressed interest and/or support for the action with
which they are linked. Implementors are named with the understanding that
circumstances may affect the implementation leader’s ability to take action.

Advocacy Agenda: The Neighborhood Association Advocacy Agenda is internal to the
Centennial Neighborhood and was adopted by the Centennial Community Association
only. It was not adopted by City Council. Tt addresses issues of significance either beyond
the scope of the community planning process, areas outside the city or Neighborhood
Association boundaries, or issues that the neighborhood association would like considered.
The Centennial Community Association is solely responsible for implementing these
actions.

Previous Neighborhood Plans

In 1977, Multnomah County adopted its Comprehensive Framework Plan. As part of the
planning process, the County and residents within the study area formed into distinct units
to prepare community plans. The Centennial Community Plan was adopted in April, 1979.

As part of Portland’s annexation of the Centennial neighborhood into the City of Portland,
the Community Plan was reformatted and adopted in 1988 as part of the City’s
Comprehensive Plan. Several of the provisions of that plan, especially elements relating to
design review, site review and tree-cutting, still remain desirable to residents today.



Overlapping Boundary with the Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Association

The boundaries of the Centennial Community Association include portions of land also
identified in the Bylaws of the Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Association, which has
prepared a neighborhood plan as part of the Outer Southeast Community Plan as well.
Bureau of Planning staff reviewed each plan to assure consistency with each other as well
as the Community Plan. However, it is possible that, sometime in the future, some policies,
objectives and actions might be interpreted in such a manner as to create a conflict. Should
this occur, decisions will be made based on both the Comprehensive Plan and individual
elements of the Outer Southeast Community Plan.
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By increasing transportation options, employment, recreation, and shopping become
more accessible to residents of the Centennial neighborhood.



The Planning Process

The Community Planning Process for the Quter Southeast District began in early 1992.
However, Centennial did not participate in those early definitive meetings for several
reasons - initial confusion as to the actual existence of the Centennial Community
Association (CCA) as a real neighborhood association, the early decision not to provide
Planning Bureau staff for neighborhoods which were not classified as low-income, and the
fact that most of Centennial was not in the City of Portland when the process started.
Adding to the confusion was the mistaken belief by most residents of Centennial that the
earlier plan, adopted by the Portland City Council in 1988, would automatically be
included in the Outer Southeast Community Plan.

It was not until August, 1994 that residents of Centennial realized that, not only would the
earlier plan not be continued as Centennial’s neighborhood plan, but that the
neighborhood might be left with nothing unless a completely new plan were written. In
the meantime the owner of a large lot on the north slope of Powell Butte began cutting the
trees on his lot, thereby generating controversy among both immediate neighbors and
other residents. This gave impetus to the CCA to prepare a new plan as part of the Outer
Southeast Community Planning process.

Members of the Community Association formed a Steering Committee to start a
neighborhood planning process and to request assistance from the Bureau of Planning. A
workshop on November 30, 1994 gave residents and businesses the opportunity to voice
their concerns and raise problems, as well as talk about the things they really liked about
their neighborhood and wanted to keep intact. '

A draft was prepared and distributed to all participants of the first workshop. It was also
available at the East Portland District Coalition office and at the Midland Branch Library.
A second workshop on January 19, 1995 gave participants the opportunity to critique and
respond to that draft plan. The Proposed Plan incorporated comments made at both
workshops and was the result of many hours of weekly meetings by members of the
Steering Committee. It was presented to Planning Commission along with other Outer
Southeast plans in February, 1995.

During Planning Commission hearings in March and June, 1995, several amendments to
the Neighborhood Plan were requested. Planning Commission approved a number of
these amendments, which were then incorporated into the Recommended Plan.

The Recommended Plan was sent to City Council along with other Outer Southeast
plans in October, 1995. City Council held public hearings in November 1995 and
January 1996 on the Recommended Plans. There were several requests to amend the
Centennial Neighborhood Plan. City Council approved the requests and adopted the
Centennial Neighborhood Plan by ordinance and resolution on January 31, 1996.
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- Centennial Neighborhood Goal

Maintain the character of our established neighborhoods. Help ensure that
the neighborhood will be a stable, safe and secure area for individuals and
families, the raising of children, transportation, and transaction of business.
Do this by generally maintaining current land use patterns while allowing for
gradual growth.

Protect existing single-family housing from market pressure for
redevelopment by placing multi-family zones along major arterials:
Division, Stark and portions of Powell (close to shopping and
transportation). Multi-family homes are envisioned as attractive homes that
are well landscaped, provide open space, and recreational areas for adults
and/or children. Desirable single and multi-family housing will continue to
attract newcomers from both urban and suburban areas.

Work to enhance the pleasant appearance of the neighborhood and increase
services to our residents. We will also work to promote parks, greenspaces,
bicycle and pedestrian paths, quality housing and vital businesses. We will
protect and preserve our natural and forested areas for future residents.
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Policies, Objectives
and Implementation Actions



